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INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 

UNCLAS LIBREVILLE 1388 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, GB, TP 
SUBJ: PL480 TRANSFER 

REF: LIBREVILLE 1323 

1. SUMMARY: FAO IS SEEKING PERMISSION TO DIVERT PL480 
FOODSTUFFS FROM GABON SCHOOL LUNCH PROJECT TO TEMPORARY 
REFUGEE FEEDING IN SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE (STP). ACTION 
REQUESTED: EMBASSY RECOMMENDS USG GIVE PRIOR AUTHORIZATION 
IN PRINCIPLE FOR SUCH DIVERSION. END SUMMARY. 

2. BACKGROUND: FAO PROGRAM REP. STATIONED LIBREVILLE 
VISITED AMBASSADOR AUG 30 TO PRESENT FOLLOWING REQUEST: 

A. FAO HAS WFP SCHOOL LUNCH PROJECT IN GABON USING 
PRMARILY PL480 FOODSTUFFS. DURING SCHOOL YEAR, ABOUT 

40 TONS CONSUMED WEEKLY; B. UN RES. REP. AND FAO 
REP HAVE SUBMITTED PROPOSAL FOR TEMPORARY REFUGEE RELIEF 
IN STP FOR SHORT-TERM FEEDING OF UP TO 15,000 PERSONS 
WHICH IS AWAITING FINAL APPROVAL BY FAO IN ROME; C. 

STP PRIMIN/FONMIN TROVOADA HAS ASKED GABONESE PRESIDENT 
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FROM ANGOLA BECOMES IMMEDIATE PROBLEM); D. PRESIDENT BONGO 
OFFERED TO DIVERT FOOD FROM GABONESE SCHOOL LUNCH PROIECT TO 
STP; E. CURRENTLY ABOUT 200 TONS FOODSTUFFS FOR GABONESE PROJECT 
IN LIBREVILLE WAREHOUSES. 

3. REQUEST: FAO REP KNOWS USAID AUTHORIZATION REQUIRED TO 
DIVERT PL480 FOOD, AND HAS THEREFORE ASKED US TO OBTAIN 
BLANKET APPROVAL IN PRINCIPLE PRIOR ACTUAL DIVERSION TO 
STP. SPECIFIC DETAILS OF FOODSTUFFS TO BE DIVERTED COULD 
EITHER BE WORKED OUT WITH FAO IN ROME OR WITH FAO REP HERE. 

4. RECOMMENDATION: IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, EMBASSY STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDS REQUEST BE APPROVED. WE AGREE WITH FAO REP 
THAT FEEDING ANGOLA REFUGEES IN STP MUCH HIGHER PRIORITY 
USE PL480 FOODS THAN GABONESE SCHOOL LUNCH PROJECT. 

REQUEST ALSO OFFERS DOUBLE ADVANTAGE OF A. FACILITATING 
PRESIDENT BONGO'S DESIRE TO HELP STP; AND B. AT SAME 

TIME CONSTITUTING INDIRECT BUT RECOGNIZABLE U.S. ASSISTANCE 
TO NEW GSTP. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE DECISION AND PROCEDURES FAO MUST 
FOLLOW FOR SPECIFIC DIVERSIONS OF FOOD.STEIGMAN 
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